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REPORT
Board of Registration in Optometry,
Boston, Dec. 31, 1912.
To His Excellency Eugene N. Foss, Governor.
Sir : — The Board of Registration in Optometry has the honor
to present to Your Excellency its first report, from the date of
organization July 15, 1912, to Dec. 31, 1912, as required by
section 4, chapter 700, Acts of 1912.
The appointments to the Board of Registration in Optometry
were made on June 29, 1912, as follows: Charles E. Monroe,
Springfield, for a term of five years; William J. Daly, M.D.,
Boston, for a term of four years; Briggs S. Palmer, Lynn, for a term
of three years; Dennis F. O'Connor, M.D., Worcester, for a term
of two years; Charles J. Collins, Boston, for a term of one year.
On July 15, 1912, the Board assembled in Room 441, State
House, Boston, having been duly sworn, and effected a permanent
organization by the election of the following officers: chairman,
Charles. E. Monroe; secretary, Briggs S. Palmer.
The Board at once entered upon their official duties with energy
and a conscientious desire to carry out the intents and purposes
of the new optometry lav/ in an efficient and thorough manner.
A suitable system was effected and a definite policy adopted.
It was soon realized that there was a great amount of work to
be done. The time required for this work compelled the members
to neglect their own private practice to a considerable extent.
On July 29, 1912, Dr. William Daly, and on Dec. 12, 1912,
Dr. Dennis F. O'Connor, finding the time taken was more than
they could give, resigned from their position upon the Board.
The remaining members of the Board deeply regretted that the
doctors found it necessary to resign.
On Aug. 12, 1912, Dr. William H. Regan of Cambridge was
nominated by the Governor to fill the vacancy caused by Dr.
Daly's resignation. On Dec. 18, 1912, Dr. A. W. Sylvester
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of Pittsfield, was nominated to the position left vacant by the
resignation of Dr. O'Connor.
The Board at an early date issued blank affidavits for candi-
dates to fill in, certifying under oath the essentials that the Board
should know relative to their status under the law, each affidavit
to be attested by one physician and two reputable merchants.
The Board also issued a booklet of information, including a copy
of the law and matters of interest relative to same. Seventeen
hundred of these affidavits and booklets were mailed to those
who were listed in optical directories and jobbers' lists as op-
tometrists and opticians.
Eleven hundred and eleven have filed their affidavits properly
filled out and sworn to, and as the time limit for filing affidavits
for those who were in practice when the law went into effect ex-
pired Oct. 1, 1912, the remaining 589 apparently have discontinued
the practice of optometry in the Commonwealth. We have positive
information that some of these have left the State and have
located in Connecticut, where there is no law regulating the
practice.
A number of this migratory class had previously come into
Massachusetts from neighboring States when laws similar to the
Massachusetts act became operative, and now for similar reasons
are leaving our borders for pastures new. A number have re-
mained in the State and will apply themselves to the mechanical
branch wholly, rather than attempt to qualify as optometrists
and take the State Board examination.
In accordance with the law, the Board has classified the op-
tometrists as follows: —
Those who were in practice the two years immediately pre-
ceding the passage of the act we have designated as "Class A."
Those enrolled under this head are required to show their com-
petency by actual practical work, being obliged to examine sub-
jects in (he presence of Hoard members. The Board has a
modern examining room equipped with all the paraphernalia
requisite to an efficient, up-to-date examining room.
The class designated as "('lass l>" comprise those who were
in actual practice in the State when the law went into effect,
hut had practiced less than two years prior thereto. The fad
that they were in actual practice entitles them to he examined
without preliminary educational qualifications.
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The class designated as "Class C" comprise those who desire
to commence the practice in the Commonwealth, not having
been in actual practice at the time of the passage of this act. To
be eligible for examination this class must have had a preliminary
education equal to at least two years in a high school, and have
studied certain specific, optometrical subjects for two years, or
have graduated from a school of optometry maintaining a course
of study of not less than two years.
Classes B and C are required to take a written examination in
the following subjects: theoretic optics, practical optics, phys-
iological optics, theoretic optometry, practical optometry, anatomy
and physiology of the eye.
The examinations cover two days, from 9.30 a.m. to 12 m., and
from 1.30 p.m. to 5 p.m. each day. A marking of 65 per cent,
in each subject is required for a candidate to successfully pass.
The Board has held fourteen examinations. Two hundred and
forty-four of Class A have been examined; 202 have been awarded
certificates, and 42 failed to pass and have the privilege of again
coming before the Board for examination. Forty-three of Class
B have been examined; 36 successfully passed and 7 failed to
qualify. Four of Class C have been examined; 4 successfully
passed.
Realizing that legislation is operative only when enforced, the
Board has taken every means available toward that end. Letters
have been sent to optometrists throughout the State urging their
active aid.
A copy of the law and letters of explanation are being sent to
the authorities in every city and town in the Commonwealth
asking for their co-operation. The members of the Board have
personally investigated the moral and business status of candidates
already examined. A number of candidates have been summoned
to appear before the Board and testify under oath, but the Board
has felt for some time that a trusted agent, who could devote his
entire time and energy to the work of investigating doubtful
cases and of obtaining evidence against violators of the law,
would prove a more economical and efficient means. The
Board has secured the services of an agent of unimpeachable
character and known ability, who entered upon his duties Dec.
30, 1912.
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Although the law has been in effect practically but three months
(the time limit for filing affidavits expiring Oct. 1, 1912), the law
has already proven the claim of its sponsors, that it would be of
benefit to the inhabitants, eliminate the fakir and grossly in-
competent, and raise the standard of service.
The fake advertising in the State has been almost entirely
abandoned. The Board has a carefully compiled list of optical
advertising before and after the law became operative, and the
comparison is remarkably suggestive. Many of the optometrists
have added to their office equipment, and have taken special
courses of instruction to enhance their knowledge.
Two men have been arrested for practicing without being
registered. One received a jail sentence, the other had his case
continued for three months, during which time he was enjoined
by the court not to practice. As he has apparently broken his
probation he will again be hailed into court in contempt pro-
ceedings.
One man of doubtful skill and unscrupulous in his dealings, who
used most reprehensible methods in his practice, was refused a
right to practice, and in spite of threats and rebellion against the
provisions of the law, the Board compelled him to take down a
very elaborate sign and discontinue his practice, and he lias since
taken up an entirely new line of business.
Another person of doubtful methods, one who lias done a great
deal of damage for a number of years past by carrying on a ne-
farious business, unrestrained and unchallenged, lias left this
Commonwealth. It may be of interest to you to know to what
extent men of this class will go without a restraining law and some
one to enforce it.
A school girl was fitted to glasses by this person and was given
a certain treatment to strengthen her eyes, viz., she was to read
from the Bible two hours a day, that through the influence of the
Holy Word and his wonderful medicated lenses her sight might
be made perfect. !!<• collected a deposit of $10, and later sent
in a Kill for $76 for i real men1
.
The Board refused to accept this man's affidavit, and informed
him thai if be continued his unlawful work in Massachusetts,
t Im Board would prosecute him. I [e now has a regular established
office in s Connecticut town, Connecticut being the only Slate in
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New England not having a protective law against such practice.
The common law against fraud is an easy one for men of his class
to elude, whereas an optometry law such as Massachusetts now
has upon the statute books, makes it impossible for any but
accredited practitioners to continue.
These instances are but a few of the many we have compelled
to either change their business or leave the State. The law has
also made it possible for the Board to compel more truthful adver-
tising.
One firm has advertised for a long period that they employed
6 eyesight specialists. Upon investigation we found they had but
4 who had filed affidavits, and these not yet granted a certificate,
and the Board in consequence compelled the discontinuance of
this deceit.
The Board has sent agents who secured glasses from those firms
who were advertising $5 glasses for $1, etc., and the Board de-
manded a change in their methods. In consequence, much of
the extravagant claim advertising has been eliminated.
We have asked for and obtained the Attorney-General's ruling
upon doubtful questions of law, so that at all times we have pro-
ceeded in accordance with the highest legal advice. It is the
purpose of the Board to administer the law with justice and
without fear or favor, to the end that the Commonwealth may
be purged of itinerant quacks and the grossly incompetent. Stand-
ards of efficiency are being raised in order that all the inhabitants
may be assured skilled service in a calling that in the past has
harbored too many unscrupulous incompetents because of the
absence of State regulation and supervision.
It will be observed by the financial report that the enforcement
of the optometry law is entirely self-supporting, and that the
benefits accruing to the inhabitants of the Commonwealth under
it add nothing to the public burden.
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Financial Report.
Receipts.
Received from 437 applicants for examination, . 810,925 00
Interest on bank account, 3 95
Total amount paid to Treasurer of Commonwealth, . S10,92S 95
Expenditures.
Cash paid for compensation and railroad ex-
penses of commissioners, S2,961 42
Cash paid for clerical force and general office
expenses, 706 17
3,667 59
Unexpended balance in hands of State Treasurer, . . $7,261 36
The above bills have been approved by the State Auditor.
Respectfully submitted,
CHAS. E. MONROE, Chairman.
CHARLES J. COLLINS.
BRIGGS S. PALMER, Secretary.
WILLIAM H. REGAN, M.D.
